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Remotely Going 

What happens if no one is sitting in a 
wheelchair but it’s still moving? It used 
to be that you’d worry something 
bizarre was going on, but not any more. 

Now it may simply be that the device is 
being operated by remote control, via the Internet.

Ryerson University has developed a system by which 
wheelchairs and other assistive devices can be controlled by an 
operator who has an online connection. And they don’t have to 
by nearby to make the chair move.

“While I'm only sitting ten feet away from the actual chair, I 
might as well be across the planet,” explains Ryerson’s 
Alexander Ferworn. “We can control this wheelchair from 
anywhere we have an Internet connection. Our project is called 
N.E.P.W.A.K.: network enabled power wheelchair adapter kit. 
Its inspiration is to try and help people who might require 
assistance from a distance.” And he adds, “We can include the 
speed of transmission. We can improve the type of medical 
information we are able to send back and make it very reliable.”

The project was funded by Microsoft and gives caregivers audio-
visual contact with wheelchair users via the ‘Net. And in an 
emergency, it lets those far away control the device.

And the invention is no surprise to industry experts.

“There's a lot of time, money, research being put into finding 
better ways to get more people around, despite whatever their 
individual needs are," says Stuart Lewis, V.P. of Marketing for 
Unicare. "Materials are getting lighter; products are actually 
becoming less expensive for the more common ones. The 
custom devices are still more expensive, but there are more of 
them.”

●     If you’re interested in trying out one of the motorized 
wheelchairs, visit the Ontario Science Centre this 
Saturday.

May 14, 2004 

 

 
 

 

 

August 18
Violent Night In Etobicoke

August 18
T.O. Divided On Fantino's 
Ouster: Poll

August 18
Riverdale Park Cleanup 
Continues

August 18
Homeless Group Asks For City 
Services

August 18
Ottawa Asked For $1 Billion To 
Solve Doctor Shortage 

August 18
TDSB To Get Big Chunk Of 
Provincial Funding 

August 18
This Summer One Of The 
Coolest On Record

August 18
StreetBeat

August 17
Family Grateful But Car Heroes 
Deny They're Special

August 17
Teachers Issue Strike Threat 
Over Prep Time

August 17
Man Shot Then Dumped In 
Driveway
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Bob Hunter
Richard Rohmer

FT
Media Television
Space
Movie Television
Bravo!
Startv

 
Click here to check 
the latest lottery 
numbers. 

Read about the 
stranger side of the 
news in Strange 
But True! 

Own a house or 
condo? Looking to 
own one? Tune into 
"Hot Property" and 
learn from the 
professionals.

Hard drive not 
driving? Software 
gone soft? Computer 
bugs bugging you? 
Get some insight on 
our website. Visit 
HOMEPAGE. 

Steer away from 
trouble with 
unbiased advice on 
all things automotive 
from our extensive 
roster of experts at 
AutoShop. 

How can we make 
Toronto the Good, 
Toronto the Better? 
Find out what the 
experts say, and 
express your opinion 
in "The Liveable 
City". 

 

August 17
DNA Closes Cold Case 

August 17
Peel Officer Charged With Sex 
Assault 

August 17
Matti Baranovski's Killers 
Denied Bail

August 17
Cdn. Cancer Dr. To Leave 
Country

August 17
Family Fears For Cdn. Stuck In 
Israel

August 17
Florida Survivors Ponder Life 
After Charley

August 17
Cdn Snowbirds Advised To 
Avoid Florida For Now

August 17
Mortar Attack Claims Victims 
In Baghdad 

August 17
Murdered Teen Fingers Killer 
With Cellphone Message

August 17
StreetBeat

August 16
Youngster Pinned Under Car

August 16
Autopsy Reveals Cat Wasn't 
Poisoned

August 16
Cdn. Health Care System 
Given Poor Grade

August 16
Patients Agree Waiting Lists 
The Problem

August 16
McGuinty Hints At Solution To 
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Health Care Woes

August 16
T.O. Residents Not Unhappy 
With Health Care

August 16
Authorities Crackdown On 
Entertainment District Clubs

August 16
Medical Marijuana Proponents 
Win Partial Court Victory

August 16
Police Try To Solve Two 
Attacks 

August 16
Fla. Hurricane Clean-Up In The 
Billions

August 16
Venezuelan President Survives 
Ouster Referendum

August 16
Reports Say A Journalist Is 
Kidnapped In Iraq

August 16
Food Bank Goes Online For 
Help

August 16
Archaeologists May Found John 
The Baptist's Cave

August 16
StreetBeat

 Watch CP24 live 

 
Click here for a 
live feed from 
Pulse24 
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Who is Ontario’s Minister of 
Education? 

(Contest open between 6pm-
6am) 

One winner will receive a prize pack, 
courtesy of Subway. 

Do you believe violent video 
games have a bad influence on 
children and teens? 
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